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10 miles from Alton Station. Tel: 01962 733 810 or go to  
www.watercressline.co.uk for running times.

By steam railway 

Regular services from Winchester, Southampton, Alton and Petersfield. 
Tel: 0845 121 0190 or go to www.stagecoachbus.com for information.
Cango (rural bus service): Tel: 0845 602 4135 or go to  
www.cango.hants.gov.uk.

By Bus

Toilets (including disabled) in Station Road • Pay and display parking at the 
railway station is free on Sundays and some Bank Holidays • Pay and display 
parking at Perins Community School, accessible from Jacklyns Lane and 
Winchester Road • Take advantage of our 160+ free on-street parking 
with time limits

Facilities

Further information

Winchester Tourist information centre, Guildhall, High Street, Winchester  
Hampshire SO23 9GH. Tel: 01962 840 500 | Fax: 01962 850 348 
Email: tourism@winchester.gov.uk | www.visitwinchester.co.uk    
www.alresford.org | www.alresfordchamber.co.uk | There are also visitor  
information points at Alresford Station car park, Perins Community School  
car park and at both bus stops on West Street.
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The town of New Alresford is situated off the A31 between Winchester  
and Alton, seven miles from Winchester. Follow the brown and white tourist 
signs to the Watercress Line. There is a long stay pay and display car park  
at the railway station.

Places to visit • Shopping guide 
Eating out • country pubs • Beautiful walks
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An historic Georgian town
Travelling to New Alresford

If you would like to receive this leaflet  
in another format, Tel: 01962 840 500 
or email: marketing@winchester.gov.uk
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A	handsome Georgian town, Alresford (pronounced 		
	‘Allsford’) is the perfect place to spend a weekend. 

Ideal for gentle strolling, there is plenty to see in the town 
and by its picturesque riverside. Voted Country Life’s 
‘Favourite Market Town’ in the South East, Alresford is 
known for its specialist shops, old-fashioned inns, smart 
bistros and traditional tea rooms. It is also known as the 
UK’s capital of watercress farming and as the home of the 
Mid-Hants Steam Railway – the Watercress Line. Why not 
spend a weekend in Alresford and enjoy our beautiful town? 

Alresford’s clear chalk streams have attracted people for 
many centuries with evidence of Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron 
Age and Roman occupation on numerous sites in the area. 

Henri de Blois, brother of King  
Stephen and Bishop of Winchester,  
is credited with the idea of  
building the Great Weir or dam 
and designing the town of 
Novum Forum, which soon 
became New Alresford. He died 
before the completion of the 
project and Godfrey de Lucy, his 
successor as bishop (1189-1204), 
finished Alresford’s T-shaped town 
centre as we see it today. 

During the reign of Henry VIII, clothiers, dyers and tanners were 
recorded as living here and fulling and corn mills operated. A fine 
example of a 13th century fulling mill straddles the River Alre 
(sometimes spelt Arle). Follow the riverside walk to discover this  
pretty thatched and timber-framed building, now a private residence.

The town’s history is punctuated with fires despite the abundance of 
water in the area. The buildings you see today rose from the ashes  
of a series of great fires in the 17th century. 

Watercress has always grown wild in the chalk streams and ditches  
in and around the town, and was probably picked and eaten by local 
people for centuries. It was far too perishable to be transported by 
horse and cart and so only became a commercial proposition when  
the railway arrived in the 1860s. You can still ride the Watercress Line 
today – hop on board one of the powerful steam locomotives for the 
10-mile trip to Alton, or simply take in the sights, sounds and smells of 
the superbly restored station.
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For more information on Alresford’s 
fascinating past, visit www.alresford.org

Did  you know?
There are actually two Alresfords, the original settlement of Old Alresford to the north of the river and the town  of New Alresford to the south. New Alresford is not as young as its name suggests, having been established as a new town by Bishop de Lucy during the Middle Ages.

Did  
you know?

If you walk about 200 metres 

down Drove Lane you'll find 

the point used by tanks 

practising river crossings 

during World War II.



A	lresford provides plenty to see and do all year round 		
	but if you’re looking to discover the town’s true 

character, why not time your visit to coincide with one of its 
annual special events, offering everything from a critically-
acclaimed opera festival to a fun-packed celebration of our 
local salad leaf? Don’t forget, you can keep up to date with 
everything that’s happening in the town by clicking on  

www.alresford.org 

Watercress Festival (May)

Alresford Music Festival (June)

The UK’s capital of watercress farming plays host to the annual 
Watercress Festival each May. Feast your senses and your taste 
buds at the fabulous watercress-themed farmers’ market,  
meet the watercress farmers and tour the beds, or pick up a 
culinary tip or two by watching the celebrity chef cookery 
demonstrations on this wonderful day out for the whole family.  
www.watercressfestival.org

The annual Alresford Music Festival provides the perfect  
platform for local musicians to perform alongside professionals 
and bring an entertaining day of fantastic live music of many 
styles for all ages. www.alresfordmusicfestival.com

Grange Park Opera (June)

Fast acquiring cult status, Grange Park Opera is staged in 
the crumbling splendour of one of the finest neo-classical 
buildings in Britain. Northington Grange is an early 19th 
century Greek revival house set in beautiful and 
unchanged countryside. Each performance includes a 
100-minute interval when guests are invited to dine or 
picnic in the grounds. www.grangeparkopera.co.uk

Alresford Fun Fair in Broad Street (October)
 
For one night only, on the Thursday after the second Tuesday in 
October, Broad Street comes to life with a full-size fun fair, 
thanks to a charter granted by King John and later confirmed by 
Edward II. Originally a traditional market, the event has evolved 
into a fun fair over the years. Local legend has it that the right 
to hold the fair fails if it does not take place every year. www.alresford.org

Rotary Club Fireworks Display (5th November)

Follow the torch-lit procession from Broad Street to Arlebury 
Park and join in with the ‘ooooohs’ and ‘aaaahs’ at Alresford’s 
annual fireworks display. www.alresford.org

Late Night Christmas Shopping (December)

Offering more than just extended opening hours, 
Alresford’s late night Christmas shopping evening is a 
truly festive occasion. Browse the traditional fayre at the 
Christmas Market, enjoy the street entertainment, warm 
your cockles with a glass of mulled wine, or simply soak 
up the party atmosphere. Check our website for this 
year’s date. www.alresford.org 

Market Day (Thursdays, all year round)

Alresford´s small provisions market takes place in 
Broad Street on Thursdays. On the same morning, 
you can pick up homemade goodies at the 
Women’s Institute Country Market in the 
Community Centre. Sunday market – first Sunday 
of each month. www.towntrust.org.uk

Alresford Show (first Saturday in September)

One of the region’s most important agricultural fairs,  
the Alresford Show promises everything from displays  
of horses, livestock, dogs and vintage farm machinery  
to exhibitions of rare-breed poultry, bee-keeping and  
ferret-racing! If you’re looking for an unusual gift, try the 
rural craft marquee for over 60 local handmade crafts 

including ceramics, jewellery, contemporary glass, knitwear and toys, or sniff out  
the finest local fare in the farm and produce tent.  www.alresfordshow.co.uk
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Events at a glance Events at a glance

THE new alresford pocket guide • 54 • THE new alresford pocket guide



A	lresford’s beautiful riverside setting amidst rolling 		
	chalk downland makes it perfect walking territory for 

everyone from the casual post-pub-lunch stroller to the 
seasoned long-distance walker. Most leaflets mentioned are 
available from outlets around the town, the Goods Shed 
information point at the Mid-Hants Railway, or from 
Winchester Tourist Information Centre. You can also check 
out the walking pages at www.alresford.org and also 
www.hants.gov.uk/walking

Millennium Trail and Alre Valley Trail

If you want to find out 
more about Alresford’s 
history, inhabitants and 
wildlife, pick up a free  
copy of the Millennium  
Trail and Alre Valley Trail, 
two self-guided walks  
that link together  
footpaths with illustrated 
boards around the town. 
The Alre Valley Trail 
branches off the  
Millennium Trail, rejoining  
it about one and a half 
miles later. It lets you 
appreciate at closer hand Alresford’s idyllic countryside setting. The route also takes 
you past the Eel House, one of the last remaining buildings of its kind, and once 
used to trap young eels as they set out to breed. The Eel House is currently in need 
of major restoration work to save it from collapse. To find out how you can help, 
visit www.alresford.org

The Winchester Watercress Tour

Pick and choose your stops from this free self-
guided trail through the Itchen and Meon Valleys, 
the home of the watercress industry for many years. 
Take in scenic views of rivers, watercress beds and 
villages, with the opportunity to sample tasty local 
food along the way. 

Itchen Valley Churches Trail

This leaflet explores the landscape, history and local culture 
of the Itchen Valley and outlines self-guided trails for walkers 
and cyclists. It focuses on the architectural and historical 
identities of the unusual and varied styles of church along 
this pretty river valley. 

Wayfarers’ Walk

More beautiful countryside is on offer along the 
72-mile Wayfarers’ Walk, which follows some of the 
old tracks used by shepherds driving their animals to 
sheep fairs in Farnham and Alresford. For something 
more manageable, try any one of the five circular 
walks (between four and six miles long) signposted 
from the main route. 

Following the River Itchen from its source near Hinton Ampner 
all the way to the busy port of Southampton, the 27-mile 
Itchen Way takes you through Hampshire’s countryside at its 
very best. If you fancy a shorter stroll, try one of the individual 
circular walks that allow you to explore the river at a more 
leisurely pace. For more detailed information and maps go to 
www.eastleighramblers.hampshire.org.uk

The 34-mile St Swithun’s Way runs between Winchester and 
Farnham, weaving its way east through the picturesque  
Itchen Valley. From Farnham, the route continues to 
Canterbury as the North Downs Way National Trail.  
St Swithun’s Way waymarks are based on the shell, a 
common symbol of pilgrimage, and two croziers, representing 
St Swithun and St Thomas à Becket. A walker’s pack is 

available at www.hants.gov.uk/longdistance/st-swithuns-way

The Itchen Way

St Swithun’s Way

Walks & trails Walks & trails
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Other long-distance walking paths which pass close by  
to Alresford include the Clarendon Way, the South Downs 
Way and the Pilgrims’ Trail. More information on these 
can be found at www.hants.gov.uk/walking



	G ilbert White &  
	T he Oates Collections

High Street, Selborne
Tel: 01420 511 275

Discover three fascinating stories about 
explorers of the Natural World. Explore  
the home of Gilbert White, the pioneering 
18th century naturalist, set in 25 acres  
of magnificent parkland with restored 
gardens. Learn about Captain Oates and 
his epic journey to the South Pole. Free 
entry to our award winning Tea Parlour 
and Gift Shop.

www.gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk
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	S t John’s  
	 Parish Church

West Street, Alresford
Tel: 01962 732 105

The parish church of New Alresford 
stands on a site where Christian 
worship has continued since 1200.  
The church is here to serve the needs of 
Alresford and its visitors, and is open 
every day for prayer and for people to 
admire its mix of styles from the 11th 
century to the present. 

www.stjohnsalresford.org.uk

8

	A vington Park, 	
	 near Winchester 

Tel: 01962 779 260 

Privately owned stately home in  
beautiful secluded grounds, open May  
to September, Sundays, Bank Holiday 
Mondays and Mondays in August from 
2.30pm-5.30pm – last tour at 5.00pm. 
Tea bar serves homemade cakes and 
locally made ice cream. Open all year 
round for weddings, meetings, private 
parties,group visits and corporate events.

www.avingtonpark.co.uk 

	T he Watercress Line

The Railway Station, Alresford
Tel: 01962 733 810

Let off steam as you travel through 10 
miles of beautiful Hampshire countryside 
where stations with period charm await 
you at this heritage attraction. Family 
events and dining trains throughout  
the year.

www.watercressline.co.uk
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	H istoric  
	B road Street

A contender for the county’s most 
beautiful street, tree-lined Broad Street 
combines a feast of Georgian colour-
washed buildings with interesting shops 
and hostelries, still following Bishop de 
Lucy’s medieval town plan.

www.alresford.org

2

1

A	lresford’s attractions are evident from the moment  
	you arrive in the town. Colour-washed houses nestle 

alongside eye-catching specialist shops, whilst the clear chalk 
streams provide the perfect setting for scenic riverside walks. 
Delve a little deeper and you will find houses, churches and 
gardens to visit, as well as one of the country’s best-
preserved steam railways.

	 Hinton Ampner  
	H ouse and Garden

Bramdean, near Alresford
Tel: 01962 771 305

Discover a homely country manor and 
garden that blends seamlessly into the 
glorious South Downs landscape.  
Enjoy all year round access and 
experience Hinton Ampner throughout  
the seasons. Tea-room and gift shop. 
Open all year round, March to end of 
October 10.00am-6.00pm, November to 
end February 10.00am-4.00pm. Closed 
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk

	O ld Alresford Pond

Formed in the 12th century as part  
of a project to dam the Alre stream, 
today it is home to wildfowl and otters. 
The sluices, called the 'shettles', have 
been recently restored and can be seen 
down the path to the right of The Globe 
or from the pub garden. It is said that 
this was a landing place for the Bishop 
of Winchester on his travels to and from 
his palace at Bishop's Sutton. 

www.alresford.org

5	R iverside Walk

The riverside walk is a delight and, 
straddling the River Alre, you will see 
the thatched timber-framed Fulling Mill, 
built in the 13th century. Walk can be 
muddy in wet weather.

www.alresford.org

	 Jane Austen’s 	
	H ouse Museum

Chawton, near Alton
Tel: 01420 83262

Jane Austen spent the last eight years of 
her life in this house at Chawton. Visit us 
and let us tell you the story of Jane, her 
writing and her family. Closed 24th, 25th 
and 26th December.
www.jane-austens-house- 
museum.org.uk/
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4	N orthington Grange

Northington, near Alresford
Tel: 01962 868 888 

Early 19th century neo-classical 
mansion. Exterior viewing only,  
home to Grange Park Opera in  
high summer.

www.grangeparkopera.co.uk
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Where to visit Where to visit

Did you know?
The pretty nearby village of 

Cheriton was once the scene  
of a ferocious Civil War battle 

fought in1644. 

“
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Elegant Alresford is awash with art galleries, specialist 
food stores, antiques and interiors shops as well as  

top-notch boutiques recommended by the likes of Vogue 
magazine, TV style gurus Trinny and Susannah and designer-
to-the-stars Ben de Lisi. Jostling for attention are all the 
traditional shops you would expect to find in a small market 
town, including butchers, fishmonger and a baker. Long-stay 
parking is available at the station so take your time and 
browse to your heart’s content. And when you’re ready for  
a pit-stop, put down your bags and rest your feet at one of 
the town’s tempting array of cafés and tea rooms.

11	N o.42 West Street

42 West Street, Alresford
Tel: 01962 733 242

Discover a gorgeous mix of clothes and 
colourful accessories, which you won't 
find on the High Street. No.42 stock 
contemporary and affordable brands  
that offer a bit of luxury and style for  
any age group. 

www.42weststreet.co.uk

	H être

39 West Street, Alresford
Tel: 01962 733 312

Step into this unique shop offering  
shoes, handbags and accessories. Anya 
Hindmarch, Rupert Sanderson, Paul Smith, 
Van Peterson, Candice Cooper, Penelope 
Chilvers, The Jacksons and so much more.

www.hetre.co.uk

18	 Moda Rosa

35 West Street, Alresford
Tel: 01962 733 277

Women’s designer fashion in the heart of 
Hampshire. Relaxed day, special occasion 
and evening wear by Armani, Paule Ka, 
Temperley, Paul Smith, Jenny Packham, DVF, 
Marc Cain, Fabiana Filippi, Philip Treacy, 
Joseph and Valentino Red. Vivien Sheriff and 
Philip Treacy hats. Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm.

www.modarosa.co.uk

	D elilah Boutique

34 West Street, Alresford
Tel: 01962 738 470

 
A stylish and individual womenswear 
boutique with a personal touch. Brands 
include Masai Clothing, Out of Xile, Ilse 
Jacobsen, Cream, Amazing Woman and 
much more including fabulous accessories.

www.delilahboutique.co.uk

12
14

Where to shop Where to shop

THE new alresford pocket guide • 1110 • THE new alresford pocket guide

15	H air Art

17 East Street, Alresford
Tel: 01962 736 398

At Hair Art we have a holistic 
approach to your well-being. We  
use only Aveda organically sourced 
products which are sustainable.  
All our staff have been chosen for 
their skill and professionalism. 

	S tudio 49  
	N ail & Beauty Clinic

26 The Dean, Alresford
Tel: 01962 738 683

Modern and relaxed salon, offering an 
extensive and innovative range of beauty 
treatments to suit everyone. Dermalogica 
face and body, Creative and Orly nails. 
Gift vouchers available.

www.studio49alresford.com
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	A lresford		
	L inen Company

Livingstone House, 7-9 Broad Street,  
Alresford Tel: 01962 734 221

Fantastic emporium of gifts for your home, 
and gifts for friends and family of every 
taste and age. Excellent Dry Cleaning 
service carried out on the premises with 
care and attention to detail.

www.alresfordlinen.co.uk

	T he White House

22 West Street, Alresford
Tel: 01962 738 608

An exciting new addition to West Street.  
The White House is a beautiful bridal 
boutique, with a fantastic range of bridal 
dresses and accessories. The boutique 
offers a wonderful collection of both 
vintage-inspired and more contemporary 
styles from some of London's leading 
bridal designers. 

www.whitehousebrides.co.uk

13

	D esign Realities

36 West Street, Alresford
Tel: 01962 732 507

Prepare to be inspired and enticed by 
things to make your home truly beautiful 
including bespoke sofas and chairs,  
hand-painted furniture, lighting, unique 
gifts and accessories. Design Realities also 
offers wallpaper, paints, curtain making 
and a full interior design service.

www.design-realities.co.uk
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Alresford and watercress go way 
back. Approximately 1,500 tonnes of 

watercress is produced in Alresford every 

year, supplying supermarket chains and 

greengrocers across the country.  
Growing in the pure spring water,  
it has been picked and eaten  

locally for centuries.
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Information maps are positioned at the 
bus stops on both sides of West Street, 
and also at Perins car park, accessible 
from Jacklyns Lane.
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